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Bushveld

Call: High-
pitched, sibilant

killink notes

Call: Simple tsip
or tremulous 

tsip-ip-ip notes

Song: Single notes or
series of identical notes

given at intervals;
usually in display flight. 

Song: Slowly repeated
tseeeu-CHICK notes

Song: Monotonous rep-
etition of 2-4 sparrow-

like notes. Usually from
a perch; rarely in flight. 

Song: Buzzy, nasal
series of notes

Song monotonous

Song: Melodious,
thrush-like notesSilent except when

singing.

Song melodious
Song: Ascending-
descending trill

Sharp calls in flight

Song rapid,
scratchy, weaver-

like phrase

Short-tailed

Long-billed

Wood

Plain-backed

Buffy

Kimberley

Long-tailed

African

Mountain

Tree

Red-throated

Yellow-breasted

African Rock

Striped

Golden

Call: Typical
tschissik

Call: Usually
silent when

flushed

Call: Explosive
tzeeap note

when flushed

Call: Rapidly
repeated, stut-

tering chik-notes

Vocalizations - A sound classification scheme?
The classification scheme below groups pipits (including Yellow-breasted and Golden) accord-
ing to their songs, calls and vocal behaviour. Within the ‘Large pipits’ the distinction between
a group with slow, sparrow-like songs (6 spp.) and a group with repetitive aerial songs (2 spp.)
is of great use in identification. The diagram starts with the open line in the middle left of the
page.


